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Hotel Shbwdown!

Snowmass saw a major upgrade to its hotel inventory this winter.

The biggest, no doubt, was the ugly-duckling-to-beautiful-swan transformation that turned the Silvertree Hotel into the
Snowmass Westin Resort. And in a reinvention that was wonderfully creative in all but its name change, the Wildwood Lodge
became the Wildwood Snowmass. Though they do have one thing in common—their owner—the two hotels couldn’t be more
different. Here's how they stack up. —=TP

THEME S0NG:

WESTIN: I s Beerra Long Terme
Conrin®

WILDWOOD: We All Live Ina
Yelow Submarine

IDEAL GUEST:

WESTIN: Families tired of elk
chandeliers and overstuffed furni-
ture, but not tired of a full-service
slopeside hotel.

WILDWOOD: The young at heart
(and thinner of wallet). [F you
mizsed the 19460s ski-lodge action
the first time around, here's your
chance for a groovy vacation.

FIRSTIMPRESSION:

WESTIN: Minimalist cool comes to
the mall: skeek leather chairs and
comify sofas, sensuously curved
lamps, a serene space to relaoc
Wihs thiz I'l.-.i|||3,r the Silvertree™
WILDWOOD: Hipster cool comes
ko the mall: handrails wrapped in
climbing rope, interesting art ev-
crywhere, acarved wood “totem
pode® beam, And that's just the
bbby, [ this really the Wildwood?

IRONY FACTOR:

WESTIN: 10 percent. Repurposed
barnwood and retro-nubly fab-
rics earnestly evoke yesteryear.
WILDWOOD: 100 percent. Warhol
wiould have loawed this place.

ABDWVE THEFIREFLACE:
WESTIN: Light gray stone stacked
o the ceiling, with recyeled wood
beams inserted as horizontal
acoenis,

WILDWOOD: Rachel Denny's
“domiestic trophy™ deer head
sheathed in a hand-zewm ski-
sweater,

GUEST RODMS:

WESTIM: The chain's signature
Heavenly Beds and comforters;
tastefully shstract nature photo-
graphs; pop-out reading lamps
baxilt into wond beams of the bed
headboard,

WILDWOOD: Zingy color schemes;
gray waol blamkets instead of
comforters; beds not Heavenly,
bt close enowgh,

READING MATERIAL:

WESTIM: [nn the lobby lounge: Bu-
cellati: Timeless Art

WILDWOOD: In the living roam:
the Ski Book, a collection of <ki
writing by the likes of Ernest
Hemingway, Arthur Conan Dioyle,
and Leon Uris.

MUST EAT:

WESTIM: Wild Pacific sea bass
with mascarpone mashed pota-
toes and Meyer lemon sauce.
WILDWOOD: Mountain Man pizza
with short ribs, wild mushrooms,
goat cheese, and alfredo sauoe,

MUST DRINK:

WESTIMN: A glazs of one of the
impassible to find wines from the
Cruvinet: Caymus Special Selec-
tion for $63. Kistler MoCrea char-
donnay for S35

WILDWOOD: New Belgium Shift
pale ale (oo of ten New Belgium
s on tap).

WAKEUP CALL:

WESTIN: Morning sun in the res-
taurant invites lingering. Ditto the
first-rate French toast.
WILDWOOD: “Let’s skip breakfast
and catch first chair, shall we™

QUIRKY BUT COOL:

WESTIN: Rather than where
theyre from, staffers’ name tags
say, “My passion is..."
WILDWOODD: In guest rooms,
artist Wiyme White's scovenged
thrift=store lithographs painted
over with block-letter messages.

QUIRKY BUT QUESTIOMNABLE:
WESTIN: Carding everyone—even
graybeards—at Ve, the lobby bar,
Whea brings 1D to the hobel lobdy®
WILDWOOD: Your “balcony” is
actually the outdoor hallway lead-
imgE s VOUT PO,

BOTTOMLINE:

WESTIN: Expctly what Snowmass
niecdedd, in S0 many wins,
WILDWOOD: Exactly what Snow-
mass needed, in so many ways,
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