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The sun is out, and I'd love to stand here a while
and soak up the incomparable view, but I'm on a
mission to grab fresh tracks on Climax, a steep-face
run high above the timberline. A late-March storm
has left a bounty of fresh snow, and I need to move
quickly because the high-speed Panorama Gondola
is unloading a steady stream of equally zealous ski-
ers behind me.

I walk briskly to the edge of the cornice, strap on
my snowboard, catch a quick glimpse of the White
Mountains across the Owens Valley, and drop in.

Within two turns, I have found a plot of untracked
snow. My wide, flat board floats silently on the fresh
powder. There are no jolts or bumps from preexist-
ing tracks.

Decades of lessons, stacks of lift tickets and innu-
merable falls have paved the way for this blissful
moment. I reach my hand toward the slope as I lean
into the hill, and then turn down the face. My heart [ ¢ft: Mammoth has
pounds from exertion, my breath tightens from the
altitude, but I do not stop.

The run empties into a wide gully, and I carve
long slalom turns back to the Panorama Gondola
midstation. In just a few minutes, [ have descended
1,700 vertical feet. Panting, I unbuckle my board is a popular place to dine
and hop in line for another run. and relax.

excellent terrain for all
skill levels. Below: The
Mill Cafe at the base of
the Stump Alley Express
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KERRICK JAMES

The 360-degree view from Mammoth
Mountain’s 11,053-foot summit stops me in

my tracks—as it has for the past 35 years.

My eyes are drawn west to the 17 jagged

peaks of the Minarets, as iconic to Mammoth
visitors as the crooked Matterhorn is to Zermatt
visitors. The steely granite pinnacles jut out of
the Ritter Range in the Ansel Adams Wilderness,

dusted with snow clinging to their sheer vertical

PEATROSS/MMSA

faces.
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ammoth is my home turf, my “local”
Mmountain—which may sound odd, since

for 25 years it took me almost seven
hours to drive here from San Diego. For 15 years
before that, I drove—or before I got my license, was
shuttled by Mom and Dad—from Los Angeles, a
five-and-a-half-hour journey. Memories flood back
from those road trips during my high school days in
the "7os, when I thought I was cooler than Clint
Eastwood in my lemon-yellow ski suit with a knitted
rainbow collar, and my Vuarnet sunglasses, shoul-
der-length hair and Sony Walkman playing my
favorite Doobie Brothers tape. Looking back, I just

PEATROSS/MMSA (2)

laugh, yet through all the changes in style and tech-
nology, from long, 220-centimeter skis and mono-
skis to parabolics and snowboards, the mountain
has remained constant. It has always been worth
the journey. And these days the journey is little
more than an hour from Los Angeles, thanks to
Horizon Air’s new direct service to Mammoth
Yosemite Airport. The town of Mammoth Lakes is
just 15 minutes from the airport via rental car, taxi
or shuttle bus, and from there the Village Gondola
can zip skiers to the slopes in less than 10 minutes.

I and other in-the-know winter visitors come to
Mammoth Mountain—the loftiest peak at any Cali-
fornia resort—to enjoy its 3,500 acres of
world-class skiing and snowboarding,
with 28 lifts, 150 trails and 3,100 feet of
vertical.

With annual average snowfall of 400
inches, Mammoth’s season can run
from November to July. I've skied the

from 2000 to 2007, I also had a tradi-
tion of hitting the slopes on Memorial
Day weekend. My friends and I would
ski until 1 p.M., then horseback-ride
above nearby June Lake or explore the
gold-mine ghost town of Bodie, ending
the day with a soak in a local hot spring
at dusk.
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mountain on a July Fourth weekend, and

Above: Mammoth
Mountain Inn buildings
(both left and right

in photo) offer accommo-
dations in a scenic set-
ting. Below: A group of
skiers rides Mammoth'’s
Cloud Nine Express.
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[ Downtown Sandpoint |

ne of the last charm-

ing small towns in

the west, Sandpoint
is the gem of northern Idaho. Sur-
rounded by three mountain ranges
and deep, clear Lake Pend Oreille,
this wonderful town offers the per-
fect combination of adventure and
comfort for those who like to play
and relax on vacation.

{ www.sandpointhorizon.com }
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MOURTAIN RESORT IDAHD
[ INTRODUCES |

The Schweitzer Difference

For winter 2009/2010, Schweitzer
unveils a unique new lodging
program. All stays booked for
either the Selkirk or White
Pine Lodges now include
FREE buffet Breakfast in the
Chimney Rock Restaurant for
all family members staying in the
unit, up to the maximum
occupancy. Plus each stay includes
adult
afternoon ski/snowboard clinics.
Rates start at $39 per person!

two complimentary

[ Visit schweitzer.com for details |
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The Panorama Gondola.
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gondola reaches the summit, and this

time I launch into Cornice Bowl,
where I make my turns through the grow-
ing moguls.

Then I head for Main Park, one of the
mountain’s seven sculpted terrain parks,
which together provide go acres of fun.
High-energy music spills from speakers
overhead as members of the predomi-
nantly young-male crowd don their snow-
boards and enter the maze of thrill-induc-
ing features.

Olympic gold medalists such as Shaun
White and Kelly Clark have practiced at
Mammoth, as have numerous other Olym-
pians, and the ski area is renowned for its
superbly crafted terrain parks, which have
more than 8o jibs (rails, bars and other
nonsnow surfaces), 50 kickers, and three
half-pipes that attract novice and profes-
sional snowboarders and skiers from
around the globe.

These days, I'm strictly an observer.

A teen in a baggy earth-tone parka and
pants (the antithesis of the form-fitting,
electric-yellow outfit of my youth) launches
off a jump, rotates in the air and lands—
intentionally—on a long metal railing,
which he glides down as if it were a

waxed banister, before racing toward a
two-story jump.

At one of the park’s half-pipes, other
fearless skiers and boarders fly off an
18-foot-tall lip. In the air, they hang,
turn, spin and flip. When gravity finally
retrieves them, they elegantly reconnect

Icut short my reminiscences when the
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with the pipe wall and rocket toward the
parallel wall for another launch.

t10 A.M., I meet up with my
Abrother Jay, who chose to sleep in

this morning instead of making
fresh-powder runs. We plan to search
Mammoth’s back bowls for more
untracked snow, tucked among the trees
above Chair 14.

From the upper ridge, we drop into the
vast open bowls and enjoy wide, sweeping
turns and stellar vistas. Then we make a
beeline for the trees, and head off-piste
into the deep stuff.

My senses ratchet up as I cut a path
through the evergreens and my turns go
silent in the soft snow. I hear my breath as
I brush against pine needles releasing
their scent of evergreen. Jay, on his classic
230-centimeter skis, carves his own line
through the trees, graceful and assured
from his decades on these slopes. Each
run, we seek a different path, always in
search of fresh tracks—a chance to be first
again on a mountain we've skied a hun-
dred times.

As noon approaches, we head to McCoy
Station, the midmountain gondola stop,
for its expansive selection of food. Outside,
sun seekers relax in rows of lounge chairs
that skirt the lodge, enjoying one of Mam-
moth’s 300 sunny days a year. The open-
air deck of Steeps Bar is also full. Patrons
enjoy locally handcrafted beers or the bar’s
signature Bloody Mary. Famished, we
choose from among the food court’s fresh
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Toll free number reaches
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stews, massive slices of pizza, artisan
sandwiches, grill-station dishes, expansive
salad bar, and organic baked goods and
desserts. We grab a seat at a slope-facing
table and take in the vistas of the moun-
tain as we refuel.

With most of the fresh snow now carved
up, Jay and I decide to join one of the
mountain’s free naturalist tours after
lunch. We meet the friendly mountain
guide and other interested skiers and
boarders at 1:30 at the bottom of Stump
Alley, and spend the next go minutes tra-
versing the mountain, learning about the
area’s unique mining history and volcanic
background.

The pumice stones visible in certain
areas during the winter, and all over the
mountain when the snow is gone, were
blown here by a series of eruptions—
dating as far back as 760,000 years ago
and as recently as 50,000 years ago—that
formed a caldera bordering Mammoth
Mountain.

As we explore a number of the moun-
tain’s varied beginner and intermediate
slopes, we also learn how to distinguish
many of the local trees: mountain hem-
lock, Jeffrey pines, western white pines,
and Douglas and red firs.

The tour is an example of the many
activities available on the mountain and in
the Mammoth Lakes region. Speed lovers
can take guided and unguided snowmo-
bile trips. Those who prefer canine power
to horsepower can escape into the moun-
tains on a dogsled. Trekkers can hike to
the local hot springs for a soak near the
fish hatchery, or enjoy 19 miles of sensa-
tional Nordic skiing and snowshoeing
trails around Tamarack Lodge.

Prefer something more relaxed? You
can take pleasure in a good meal, a mas-
sage and some retail therapy in the town
of Mammoth Lakes, which is chock-full of
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SELF-WINDING MECHANICAL TIMEPIECES
An automatic watch combines centuries of
mechanical timekeeping technology with

a complex self-winding system to create

a superbly accurate time machine, running

seamlessly with no need for batteries

or electricity.

Simply wind the watch, or let
the oscillating weight of the

automatic mechanism
capture the energy

generated with each move

of your wrist, and time is
set in motion.

Time Flies. Bulova Soars.
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Bellevue
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Watch World
Spokane
(509) 482-0743

IDAHO

Farr’s Jewelers
ldaho Falls
(208) 523-3755

Johnson’s Jewelers
Moscow
(208) 882-0623

OREGON

Boucher Jewelers
Keizer

(503) 393-0701

Coleman Jewelers
Corvallis
(541) 753-3721

Sherrie’s Jewelry Box
Tigard
(503) 598-0144

MONTANA
Hoyal Jewelers
Anaconda
(406) 563-2081

McGough & Company
Whitefish
(406) 862-9199

Fox Fine Jewelers
Great Falls
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Benjamin Jewelers
Bozeman
(406) 586-9402
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Polson
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ALASKA

Fifth Avenue Jewelers
Anchorage

(907) 258-3635

Olga’s Gift & Jewelry
Kenai
(907) 283-7032

Taylor’'s Gold-N-Stones
Fairbanks
(907) 456-8369

The Jewelry Cache
Anchorage
(907) 272-2222

locally owned restaurants, spas, galleries,
ski and mountaineering stores, and high-
end shops selling brands such as Polo
Ralph Lauren and Coach.

hen our tour is finished, Jay

and I head to Chair 22 for a few

more turns on steep, challeng-
ing, wind-sheltered runs such as the Ava-
lanche Chutes. Mammoth also has plenty
of beginner terrain (25 percent) and inter-
mediate terrain (40 percent), making it
family-friendly and all-ski-levels-friendly.
Beginners can choose flat and easy terrain
off the Discovery Chair or more challeng-
ing beginner terrain off Chair 7.

As the lifts begin to close around 4 p.m.,
we make our way back to the Main Lodge,
unbuckle our equipment, walk past the
life-size bronze woolly mammoth and

Details

For more information on the
Mammoth Mountain Ski Area, in-
cluding current snow conditions,
lodgings, restaurants and activities,
go to www.mammothmountain.com.

For more information on Mammoth
Lakes and the surrounding region, go to
www.visitmammoth.com.

Ground transfers from Mammoth
Yosemite Airport, just 15 minutes from
Mammoth Lakes, are complimentary for
guests staying in Mammoth Mountain’s
Lodging Properties (Mammoth Moun-
tain Inn, The Village Lodge, Juniper
Springs Resort and Tamarack Lodge)
and a few other local hotels. Cabs run
about $30 to town/$45 to the Main Lodge.
Car rental is also available at the airport.

Free buses run throughout Mammoth
Lakes and to base chairlifts year-round,
delivering you to great mountain-biking
trails in summer as well as to the great
ski runs in winter. Golfing, hiking, fishing
and horseback riding are other popular

/ MARK O’CONNOR nonwinter activities, and the eastern
\ Sun.,Nov. 15 - 2:30 p.m. entrance to Yosemite National Park is
__,’ﬁ»' Tickets: R $40, GA$25 only about 20 miles to the north, over
(.,I"léll"[:ll'}fi‘t' Grammy winning violinist Mark Tioga Pass (open only in summer). The
Music O’Connor returns performinyg Yosemite Area Rapid Transit System
Sednna his acclaimed solo recital from even provides a seasonal shuttle from
footstomping fiddle tunes to his Mammoth to the park.
MagrcaL Music electrifying caprices and warm If you want to travel to the local hot
IN THE homage fo his violin and fiddle springs, Bodie, June Lake, June Moun-
heroes including ragtime. free tain or Mono Lake, you will want to rent
RED RoCKs improvisation, jozz and blues. a car. Four-wheel dr>ilve and/or chains are
928.204.2415 Supported by the Arizona Commission on the Arts with funding from the State of Arizona, h'ghl)’ recommended (and often

www.ChamberMusicSedona.org
Concert at Sedona United Methodist Church, 110 Indian Cliffs Road, Sedona, Arizona

the National Endowment for the Arts, and the City of Sedona Arts and Culture Commission.

required) in winter. —R.D.
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enter the Yodler Bar & Restaurant, a cozy
apres-ski pub that local legend says was
imported piece by piece from Switzerland.
The place is packed. We luck out as a cou-
ple deserts two coveted seats by the stone
fireplace, and I order a Baileys and hot
chocolate while Jay tries a pint of Mam-

moth Brewing Company’s Double Nut
B ey on d StYle . Brown. We split a plate of fish tacos to hold

us until dinner.
Beyond Seattle.

Broad windows
offer a stunning
view of Mammoth’s

@D snowcapped dome,
THE HEATHMAN HOTEL

KIRKLAND WASHINGTON

glimmering beneath

Penterra Spa 866.997.5475 www.heathmankirkland.com  Trellis Restaurant the fu]-]- moon.

American Automobile Association Four Diamond Award

We share tales of our most memorable
runs of the day with other cheery skiers,
and get recommendations for dinner. We
hear many of our favorites, including Gio-
vanni’s pizzeria, and Shogun for good
sushi and Japanese food, and we're
reminded of Skadi’s European cuisine and
California-raised venison, and the charm-

HOW WOULD YOU SPEND ing 10-table Lakefront Restaurant at Tama-

rack Lodge, which serves some of the

Located in the Heart of Washington State on the sunny area’s best continent'al fare'. .
side of the Cascade Mountains, Wenatchee is a short drive I remember chatting with Skadi’s chef
or flight from Seattle. More importantly, our location is an and owner, Ian Algereen, on a chairlifta
outdoor enthusiast’s dream ... skiing, shopping, few years back, and always wanted to give
wine tasting and festivals are just a few of the his place a try. We call in a 9 p.m. reserva-
activities to choose from. tion, then cross the parking lot to the
Mammoth Mountain Inn to clean up for a
trip into town.

Refreshed, we drive four miles down
the mountain to Mammoth Lakes to
explore the vibrant new Village, with its
compact pedestrian area, market, bars and
restaurants, then visit a number of Mam-
moth’s established outfitters in search of

WENATCHEE VALLEY spring gear deals.
MLSLECR SR REAL As 9 o’clock approaches, we drive about
(800) 572-7753 | Wenatchee, WA a mile to Skadi and enter its intimate
WWW.WENATCHEEVALLEY.ORG space. Sixteen candlelit tables sit beneath a
vaulted ceiling. Broad windows offer a

photos: Donni Vognild, John Marshall
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MOUNTAIN LODGE WITH TASTEFULLY APPOINTED ROOMS, SUITES & CHALETS

RENOVATED...
AFFORDABLE.
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800-824-5132

CVPartners

PAIRING TALENT WITH OPPORTUNITY
Executive Search and Interim Placement

CVPARTNERS

Finance,
Accounting and IT

CVPartnersinc.com

Clinical Research, Scientific
and Regulatory Services

R-DPartnersinc.com

Human Resources

HCPartnersinc.com

SAN FRANCISCO 415.543.8600 | MOUNTAIN VIEW 650.625.9600 | SAN DIEGO 800.706.1030
BELLEVUE 425.990.8700 |  WASHINGTON, DC 240.497.1970
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stunning view of Mammoth’s snowcapped
dome, glimmering beneath the full moon
while the headlights of snowcat groomers
move up and down the slopes. On the
walls hang a variety of skis from the 1940s
to the 1960s—all a fitting tribute to Skadi,
the Viking goddess of winter and skiing.

I start with the grilled-venison sausage
on a corn pancake, topped with a Maine-
wild-blueberry-and-vodka compote. Jay
tries the Salad Monaco, a stacked salad of
roasted peppers, avocados, tomatoes,
cucumber, basil and couscous drizzled
with essence of balsamic. Both present an
elegant balance of flavor and texture.

For my second course, I try the recom-
mended maple-leaf-roasted duck with lin-
gonberries, while Jay indulges in mari-
nated medallions of venison, raised on the
restaurant-owned Walking Beam Ranch in
Santa Paula, California.

“What are you up for tomorrow?” I ask
Jay as he carves into his aromatic venison.
“Shall we ski Mammoth again, or try dog-
sledding? There’s cross-country skiing at
Tamarack, or we could head just down the
road to June Mountain [which is also
owned by the Mammoth Mountain Ski
Area]. It’s always quiet over there, so they
probably still have a lot of untracked pow-
der in their trees.”

“What I think we need to do is book a
week next year, not a weekend,” responds
Jay with a broad grin. “As for tomorrow—
there’s so much of Mammoth Mountain
we didn’t touch today, I vote for skiing
here again. We can do the others next year,
when we come for a week.”

I smile as the planning for next year’s
trip automatically begins in my head, to
my local mountain: Mammoth. m

Rob Dunton is a freelance adventure-travel
writer residing in Southern California. He
thanks his mother and father for getting him
on skis at an early age, though something
warmer than blue jeans lined with garbage
bags would have made his first experience a
slightly more pleasant one.

Horizon Air (800-547-9308, www.
horizonair.com) flies daily to Mammoth
Lakes, gateway to Mammoth Mountain and
other area attractions. The airline is offering
expanded service this season, with a second
daily nonstop from Los Angeles, new daily
nonstop service from San Jose and Reno,
and direct (same-plane, one-stop) service
from Seattle and Portland, all December
17-April 11. For a getaway package to
Mammoth, call 877-359-4674 or visit
www.horizonairgetaways.com.
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This is how it should feel.

THEWESTIN

MONACHE

RESORT
MAMMOTH
STARWOOD PREFERRED GUEST
Feel the adrenaline. Then feel the relaxation. With The Westin - Winter is more rewarding at The Westin in Mammoth and now
Mammoth and the Mileage Plan™ bonus miles package, the with additional flights to Mammoth you can ski even longer.

mountain is only half the adventure. ) ) I . -
) « Earn 1,000 Mileage Plan™ Bonus Miles when you stay at The
For more information or to make a reservation, please visit Westin Monache Resort, Mammoth. Offer valid for stays
westinmammoth.com/alaskaairspecial or call 866-716-8132 for September 22nd, 2009 - March 31st, 2010.

other packages. o ) o . o
+ With amenities including In-Room Dining, Outdoor Hot Tubs, Ski

rental and valet and our luxurious Heavenly® Beds, The Westin is
© 2009 Starwood Hotels & Resorts Worldwide, Inc. All rights reserved. Westin is the registered . ) . ) . .
trademark of Starwood Hotels & Resorts Worldwide, Inc., or its affiliates. the perfect location for your winter adventure in Mammoth.

Wilderness to Luxury

A 449 acre resort minutes from the wotld renowned slopes of Mammoth Mountain,
NOWCREEK CA. Snowcreck Resort offers a tranquil escape within a 1,303,477 acre wilderness
b l:\_ playground, providing luxury townhomes, 9-hole picturesque alpine golf course,
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health club and spa, easy access to summer and winter activities.

Now offering CreekHonse, a new Creekside neighborhood
that captures the nature of traditional mountain living.

Real Estate Sales: (877) 766-9275 ‘ear Round Vacation Rentals: (800) 544-6007
kHouseatSnowcreek.com Golf Course & Athletic Club

wwwSnowereekPropertyCompany.com www.SnowcreekResort.com
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Delightfully unexpected.

Quintessentially Northwest.

Cedarbrook Lodge is not

at all what you'd expect in

an airport location...110
exceptionally quiet guest rooms
situated amidst 18 lush acres

of natural restored wetlands.

v

CEDARBROOK
LODGE

SeaTac, WA

* FREE airport and Seattle Link shuttle
» Custom bedding

* Floor-to-ceiling working windows

* Functional desk space

* FREE WiFi

* The Stuffed Mushroom Dining Room
* Lending Library Bar

* Outdoor wood-burning fireplace

* FREE continental breakfast

* Running Loon Fitness Center

* FREE 24-hour grab ‘n’ go snacks

Introductory rates from $119! For a limited time.

Book online at CedarbrooklLodge.com. Or call 877-515-2176.
(Promo Code CBI19)

Widsoms to forthwest P
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@/|forthrup northrupstation.com

503-224-0543 e 800-224-1180 e 2025 nw northrup e portland oreg
for best available rates contact the hotel directly
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Skiing the West Horizon Air (80o-
547-9308; www.horizonair.com) and
Alaska Airlines (800-ALASKAAIR; www.
alaskaair.com) offer access to numerous
ski resorts. For a complete Alaska
Airlines Vacations package to Whistler,
visit the Web or call 800-468-2248.

For Horizon Air Getaways packages to
Flagstaff/Arizona Snowbowl, Mammoth
Mountain, Redmond/Bend/Mount
Bachelor, Reno/Lake Tahoe and Sun
Valley, visit www.horizonairgetaways.com

or call 877-359-4674.

Northwest
IDAHO

Bogus Basin Mountain Lifts: 7. Skiable
terrain: 2,600 acres—22% beginner; 45%
intermediate; 33% advanced/expert. Ver-
tical rise: 1,800 feet. Trails: 53. 800-367-
4397; www.bogusbasin.org.

Brundage Mountain Resort Lifts: 5.
Skiable terrain: 1,500 acres—20% begin-
ner; 50% intermediate; 30% advanced/
expert. Vertical rise: 1,800 feet. Trails: 46.
800-888-7544; www.brundage.com.

Schweitzer Mountain Resort Lifts: 7.
Skiable terrain: 2,900 acres—20% begin-
ner; 40% intermediate; 40% advanced/
expert. Vertical rise: 2,400 feet. Trails: 92.
800-831-8810; www.schweitzer.com.

Silver Mountain Resort Lifts: 7. Skiable
terrain: 1,600 acres—20% beginner; 40%
intermediate; 40% advanced/expert.
Vertical rise: 2,200 feet. Trails: 73. 800-
204-6428; www.silvermt.com.

Sun Valley Resort Lifts: 20. Skiable
terrain: 2,054 acres—36% beginner; 42%
intermediate; 22% advanced/expert. Ver-
tical rise: 3,400 feet. Trails: 76. 800-786-
8259; www.sunvalley.com.

Tamarack Resort (reopening pending)
Lifts: 7. Skiable terrain: 1,100 acres—15%
beginner; 44% intermediate; 41%
advanced/expert. Vertical rise: 2,800
feet. Trails: 41. 877-826-7376; www.
tamarackidaho.com.

MONTANA

Big Sky Resort Lifts: 16. Skiable terrain:
3,812 acres—14% beginner; 26% interme-
diate; 60% advanced/expert. Vertical rise:
4,350 feet. Trails: 150. 800-548-4486;
www.bigskyresort.com.

Bridger Bowl Lifts: 8. Skiable terrain:
2,000 acres—25% beginner; 35% inter-
mediate; 40% advanced/expert. Vertical
rise: 2,600 feet. Trails: 71. 800-223-9609;
www.bridgerbowl.com.

Moonlight Basin Lifts: 6. Skiable ter-



rain: 1,900 acres—22% beginner; 19%
intermediate; 59% advanced/expert. Verti-
cal rise: 4,150 feet. Trails: 97. 877-822-
0432; www.moonlightbasin.com.
Whitefish Mountain Resort Lifts: 8. Ski-
able terrain: 3,000 acres—20% beginner;
50% intermediate; 30% advanced/
expert. Vertical rise: 2,353 feet. Trails: 94.
877-754-3474; www.skiwhitefish.com.

OREGON

Mt. Bachelor Lifts: 10. Skiable terrain:
3,683 acres—15% beginner; 25% interme-
diate; 60% advanced/expert. Vertical
rise: 3,365 feet. Trails: 71. 800-829-2442;
www.mtbachelor.com.

Mt. Hood Meadows Ski Resort Lifts: 11.
Skiable terrain: 2,150 acres—15% beginner;
50% intermediate; 35% advanced/expert.
Vertical rise: 2,777 feet. Trails: 75+. 800-
754-4663; www.skihood.com.

Mt. Hood Skibowl Lifts: 9. Skiable ter-
rain: 960 acres—20% beginner; 40%
intermediate; 40% advanced/expert.
Vertical rise: 1,500 feet. Trails: 65. 503-222-
2695; www.skibowl.com.

Timberline Lodge Lifts: 7. Skiable ter-
rain: 1,650 acres—25% beginner; 50%
intermediate; 25% advanced/expert. Verti-
cal rise: 3,690 feet. Trails: 41. 503-272-3311;
www.timberlinelodge.com.

WASHINGTON

Crystal Mountain Lifts: 11. Skiable ter-
rain: 2,600 acres—11% beginner; 54%
intermediate; 35% advanced/expert. Verti-
cal rise: 3,100 feet. Trails: 57. 360-663-
2265; www.skicrystal.com.

Mission Ridge Ski and Board Resort Lifts:

4. Skiable terrain: 1,200 acres—10% begin-
ner; 60% intermediate; 30% advanced/
expert. Vertical rise: 2,250 feet. Trails: 37.
509-663-6543; www.missionridge.com.

Mt. Baker Ski Area Lifts: 8. Skiable ter-
rain: 1,000 acres—24% beginner; 45%
intermediate; 31% advanced/expert. Verti-
cal rise: 1,500 feet. Trails: 32. 360-734-6771;
www.mtbaker.us.

Mt. Spokane Ski & Snowboard Park Lifts:
5. Skiable terrain: 1,425 acres—23% begin-
ner; 45% intermediate; 32% advanced/
expert. Vertical rise: 2,000 feet. Trails: 45.
509-238-2220; www.mtspokane.com.

North Cascade Heli-Skiing 800-494-
HELI; www.heli-ski.com.

Stevens Pass Winter Resort Lifts: 10.
Skiable terrain: 1,125 acres—11% beginner;
54% intermediate; 35% advanced/expert.
Vertical rise: 1,800 feet. Trails: 37. 206-812-
4510; Www.stevenspass.com.

The Summit at Snoqualmie Lifts: 19.
Skiable terrain: 1,916 acres—14%
beginner; 45% intermediate; 41%
advanced/expert. Vertical rise: 2,280
feet. Trails: 96. 425-434-7669; www.
summitatsnoqualmie.com.

Southwest
ARIZONA/CALIFORNIA/NEVADA

Arizona Snowbowl Lifts: 4. Skiable ter-
rain: 777 acres—21% beginner; 41% inter-
mediate; 38% advanced/expert. Vertical rise:
2,300 feet. Trails: 32. 928-779-1951; www.
arizonasnowbowl.com.

Heavenly Mountain Resort Lifts: 19.
Skiable terrain: 4,800 acres—20% begin-
ner; 45% intermediate; 35% advanced/
expert. Vertical rise: 3,500 feet. Trails: 95.
775-586-7000; www.skiheavenly.com.

Mammoth Mountain Lifts: 28. Skiable
terrain: 3,500 acres—25% beginner; 40%
intermediate; 35% advanced/expert. Verti-
cal rise: 3,100 feet. Trails: 150. 800-626-
6684; www.mammothmountain.com.

Northstar-at-Tahoe Lifts: 12. Skiable ter-
rain: 3,000 acres—13% beginner; 60%
intermediate; 27% advanced/expert. Verti-
cal rise: 2,280 feet. Trails: 91. 800-466-
6784; www.northstarattahoe.com.

Squaw Valley USA Lifts: 33. Skiable ter-
rain: 4,000 acres—25% beginner; 45%
intermediate; 30% advanced/expert. Verti-
cal rise: 2,850 feet. Trails: 170+. 866-366-
7261; www.squaw.com.

Yosemite’s Badger Pass Ski Area Lifts: 4.
Skiable terrain: 88 acres—35% beginner;
50% intermediate; 15% advanced/expert.
Vertical rise: 800 feet. Trails: 10. 209-372-
8430; www.badgerpass.com.

Western Canada
ALBERTA

The Lake Louise Ski Area Lifts: 9. Skiable
terrain: 4,200 acres—25% beginner; 45%
intermediate; 30% advanced/expert. Verti-
cal rise: 3,250 feet. Trails: 139. 877-956-
8473; www.skilouise.com.

Marmot Basin Lifts: 8. Skiable terrain:
1,675 acres—30% beginner; 30% interme-
diate; 40% advanced/expert. Vertical rise:
3,000 feet. Trails: 86. 866-952-3816; www.
skimarmot.com.

Resorts of the Canadian Rockies (Fernie,
Kimberley, Nakiska). Varying lifts, terrain and
skill levels. 800-258-7669; www.skircr.com.

Ski Norquay Lifts: 5. Skiable terrain: 190
acres—20% beginner; 36% intermediate;
44% advanced/expert. Vertical rise: 1,650
feet. Trails: 28. 403-762-4421; www.banff-
norquay.com.
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Sunshine Village Ski and Snowboard
Resort Lifts: 12. Skiable terrain: 3,358
acres—20% beginner; 55% intermediate;
25% advanced/expert. Vertical rise: 3,514
feet. Trails: 107. 877-542-2633; www.
skibanff.com.

BRITISH COLUMBIA

Apex Mountain Resort Lifts: 4.

Skiable terrain: 1,112 acres—16% beginner;
48% intermediate; 36% advanced/expert.
Vertical rise: 2,000 feet. Trails: 67.
877-777-2739; www.apexresort.com.

Big White Ski Resort Lifts: 16. Skiable
terrain: 2,765 acres—18% beginner;

54% intermediate; 28% advanced/expert.
Vertical rise: 2,550 feet. Trails: 118. 8o0-
663-2772; www.bigwhite.com.

Kootenay Rockies Resorts/Operators
(Baldface Lodge, Big Red Cats, Canadian
Mountain Holidays, Chatter Creek Snow-
cat, Eagle Pass Heliskiing, Fairmont Hot
Springs Resort, Fernie Alpine Resort, Fer-
nie Wilderness Adventures, Great Canadian
Heli-Skiing, Highland Powder Skiing, Island
Lake Lodge Catskiing, Kicking Horse
Mountain Resort, Kimberley Alpine Resort,
Mica Heliskiing, Monashee Powder Snow-
cats, Mustang Powder Lodge, Panorama
Mountain Village, Powder Cowboy Catski-
ing, Purcell Helicopter Skiing, Red Moun-
tain Resort, Retallack Resort and Alpine
Adventures, Revelstoke Catskiing, Revel-
stoke Mountain Resort, RK Heliski, Selkirk
Tangiers Heli-Skiing, Selkirk Wilderness
Skiing, Snowwater Heli & Cat Skiing, Stellar
Heli Skiing, Valhalla Powdercats, White
Grizzly Adventures, Whitewater Winter
Resort). Varying lifts, terrain and skill levels.
800-661-6603; www.powderhighway.com.

Red Mountain Resort Lifts: 4. Skiable
terrain: 1,685 acres—15% beginner; 40%
intermediate; 45% advanced/expert. Verti-
cal rise: 2,919 feet. Trails: 88. 800-663-
o105; www.redresort.com.

Silver Star Mountain Resort Lifts: 8. Ski-
able terrain: 3,065 acres—20% beginner;
50% intermediate; 30% advanced/expert.
Vertical rise: 2,500 feet. Trails: 112. 800-
663-4431; www.skisilverstar.com.

Sun Peaks Resort Lifts: 11. Skiable terrain:
3,678 acres—10% beginner; 58% intermedi-
ate; 32% advanced/expert. Vertical rise:
2,891 feet. Trails: 122. 800-807-3257; www.
sunpeaksresort.com.

Whistler Blackcomb Lifts: 38. Skiable
terrain: 8,171 acres—18% beginner; 55%
intermediate; 27% advanced/expert. Verti-
cal rise: 5,280 feet. Trails: 200+. 800-766-
0449; www.whistlerblackcomb.com.
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